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reflected,” had said that the points wherein German surgery differs 
from that practised in America were fully set forth; and if instead 
of saying that “these five volumes constitute a complete working 
library on Surgery,” they had said that no working library on 
Surgery could be considered as complete without them, the reviewer 
would cheerfully have subscribed to their not otherwise extravagant 
commendation of this most excellent “System.” J. W. W. 


Epilepsy and its Treatment. By William P. Spratling, M.D., 
Medical Superintendent of the Craig Colony for Epileptics; 
Secretary of the National Association for the Study of Epilepsy 
and the Care and Treatment of Epileptics; Member of American 
Medico-Psychological Association, New York Academy of Medi¬ 
cine, Buffalo Academy of Medicine, Rochester Pathological 
Society, American Medical Association, etc. Fully illustrated. 
Philadelphia, New York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 
1904. 

This volume of 500 pages treats the subject of epilepsy thoroughly 
from every point of view. Coming from the pen of one with Dr. 
Spratling’s experience with this disease it is sure to fill an important 
place in the literature upon epilepsy. The method employed by the 
author is to give a review of the literature followed by an account 
of his own experience in each topic discussed, showing where his 
own researches substantiate or disagree with the ideas generally 
held. Many cases are used for means of illustration. 

The subject is treated under the usual heads of Definition, 
Classification, Etiology, Diagnosis, Prognosis, Pathology, Treat¬ 
ment and Psychological and Medicolegal Aspects, and the arrange¬ 
ment of the book is excellent. It should prove very satisfactory 
as a book of reference, tables and classifications being numerous. 

The chapter on Status Epilepticus has been written by L. Pierce 
Clark, M.D., who has, together with Thomas P. Prout, M.D., 
written the chapter on' the pathology of epilepsy. Both of these 
chapters have separate bibliographies. In the latter the authors 
largely base their opinions on investigations carried on at the Craig 
Colony for Epileptics, and consider that the disease may be regarded 
as a highly organized sensory motor reflex of the cerebral cortex. 
The chapter on prognosis is of interest in that it takes up the impor¬ 
tance of various conditions which mark cases as curable or incurable. 
Spratling’s statistics show that at the Craig Colony 5 per cent, of 
the 643 possible curable cases have recovered. 

The author divides treatment into general, medical, and surgical, 
and under the first division lays special emphasis on the Colony 
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method of treatment, where not only the disease but the individual 
is recognized and treated, a factor which he considers very im¬ 
portant. 

The book is if anything too comprehensive, and includes some 
matter that could be omitted. Such is especially noted in the 
chapter on Surgical Treatment, where detailed descriptions of the 
technique of trephining and abdominal section are gone into. The 
literary style is straightforward and clear. As it is the first American 
book to appear upon the subject of epilepsy for thirty-three years 
its appearance should be welcomed. Treating as it does such an 
important disease in a very lucid and thorough manner it is sure 
to be of much value. C. C. R. 


A Treatise on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, including 
Pharmacy, Dispensing, Pharmacology, and Administration 
op Drugs. By Dr. R. Ghosh. Edited by Lt.-Col. C. P. 
Lukis, M.B. Calcutta: Hilton & Co. 

Although this work is primarily intended for East Indian 
students and physicians, it is nevertheless one which possesses its 
value for readers in other countries. The material contained in 
it is so arranged as to make it of the greatest practical value as a 
ready reference handbook. There are several novel features which 
appeal strongly to the practising physician, among which we would 
particularly mention what the author terms “prescribing hints,” 
which tell us in what manner the various remedies may be most 
elegantly prescribed. These hints are appended to the description 
of the more important drugs. The work follows the British Phar¬ 
macopoeia, but has in addition a very complete account of the 
medicinal preparations which are contained in the Indian edition 
to that work. Many American authorities would do well to adopt 
the excellent classification and practical arrangement which is 
found throughout this book. J. N. H. 


Normal Histology. By Edward K. Dunham, Ph.B., M.D., 
Professor of General Pathology, Bacteriology, and Hygiene in 
the University and Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York. 
Third edition, revised and enlarged. Illustrated with 260 engrav¬ 
ings. New York and Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1904. 

The present edition of this book is to be highly recommended. 
Short, concise and clearly written it forms an excellent supplement 
to the student’s practical work in this branch of his medical educa- 



